A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
which the advance and expansion of England continue
triumphantly, but also after which the problems of England are
changed, increase, and slowly begin to provoke anxiety.
The Crimean War. The first grave event in this period
was the Crimean War. It was a conflict between England and
France on the one side and the Russian Empire on the other
and from its first diplomatic origins to the conclusion of the
peace covers the three years 1853-56, of which the years 1854
and 1855 are those of actual military operations.
At the first reading of the policy leading to this war there
seems no explanation or co-ordinating principle in it, nor any
apparent result. France and England had no common interests'*
neither country had a major cause of dissension with Russia'
there was no military decision to be obtained, nor any clearly
discernible result. But on a close understanding of the time
both its causes and its effects are apparent.
The main cause of the Crimean War was the necessity under
which the new French Imperial Government felt itself to be
of confirming its power at home.   *The long-hesitating support
which the English Government at last gave to the French -was
due to a growing anxiety lest the expansion of Russia should
threaten the English hold upon India.   But both these causes
were concealed.   The ostensible points of quarrel put forward
were almost negative, and to see the real forces at work onfe has
to stand back at a distance of many years.   The years 1848 and
1849 had been years of popular movements all over Europe.
The French, after the long middle-class domination under Louis
Philippe, had revived their old political enthusiasm and set up
a brief very Radical republic which, in the conflict of parties
and the dread of chaos, turned, as these popular egalitarian
movements necessarily do, into Caesarisrn.   The nephew of the
great Napoleon became first the uncrowned head of this revolu-
tionary republican France, and then, like his uncle, its Emperor,
under the title of Napoleon III.   For authority he referred to
a popular vote, which was enormously in his favour, and pro-
ceeded to rule in military fashion and with that ideal of efficiency
in administration which is at once the excuse and the aim of
despotisms.    Such a position required employment for the
army, and glory for it; it also required the confirmation of the
regime by victory abroad.
The opportunity chosen was the defence of the Turkish
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